EPISODES   OF   THE   GREAT   WAR         [1917

the American Constitution the right to declare war
lay with Congress. The President's message was
received with stormy enthusiasm by the audience
which listened to it, and a thrill of assent ran through
the length and breadth of the land. The debate in
the two Houses revealed a preponderant weight of
opinion for war.

The entrance of America into the war on the Allied
side meant an immediate increase of strength in
certain vital matters. She was the greatest workshop
on earth, and the high mechanical talent of her
people was invaluable in what was largely a war of
engineers. She had immense wealth to put into the
common stock. She had a powerful fleet. Her
army was small, but its officers were among the most
highly trained in the world, and her reserves of
man-power gave her the chance of almost unlimited
expansion. It would be some time before she could
make her potential strength actual, but in the mean-
time she solved the worst financial difficulties of the
Allies, and her accession made ultimate victory
something more than probable. Like her cousins
of Britain, she was a nation slow to move, but on
the path she had chosen she would walk resolutely
to the end of the journey. Her coming seemed to
make victory all but certain, and the right kind of
victory. For she entered upon war not for any
parochial ends, but for the reorganization of the
world's life on a sane basis.

There was, however, a considerable danger during
these months which might have condemned the
Allies to defeat before the power of America could
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